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Our Mission 

South Central Regional Library Council leads, advocates for, and 
challenges libraries, promoting collaboration in a changing infor-
mation environment.   
 

Our Organization 

 
The South Central Regional Library Council (SCRLC) is one of 
nine Reference and Research Library Resources Councils (NY 
3Rs) in New York State. As a multi-type library consortium, 
SCRLC serves 74 members across 10,000 square miles in the 
counties of Allegany, Broome, Cayuga, Chemung, Chenango, 
Cortland, Delaware, Otsego, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, 
Tompkins, and Yates. SCRLC provides services to 20 academic, 
20 hospital, and 22 corporate & non-profit libraries, and 3 public 
libraries, as well as 3 public library systems and 6 school library 
systems and their members. SCRLC reaches over 500 libraries 
in its service area. 

 
 

Executive Directorõs Message 

 
Good day!  I am pleased to present South Central Regional  
Library Councilôs 2008-2009 Annual Report and hope that you 
will find it helpful.   
 
2008-2009 was a period of transition, change, and innovation. 
The spirit and strength of collaborationðkey to our mission-- en-
abled the Council to offer a wide-range of innovative programs, 
opportunities, and access in this ever changing information envi-
ronment. Highlights included: 
 

Offering of 42 learning opportunities, reaching over 653 li-
brary workers; 



 

 

Launch of the ToolsofHistory.org digitization website; 
Redesign of SCRLCôs website;   
AskUs 24/7 Virtual Reference collaborative participation;  
SMS text reference pilot project; 
Online Programming for All Libraries (OPAL);  
Summer Camp held in conjunction with regional school 

library systems; 
Academic library luncheon; 
Visits to 95% of member libraries by SCRLC staff librarians. 

 
Like most libraries and library organizations, SCRLC was af-
fected by the prevailing economic conditions. The Councilôs 
budget reduction for 2008-2009 was at 2.88%, though additional, 
deeper cuts were looming. Statewide advocacy efforts held the 
reductions to a minimum.  
 
There are many people to thank for their vision, support, and tire-
less effort in helping the Council to move forward: 
 

The Board of Trustees for their patience, wisdom, and vision; 
Out-going Board president Liz Wavle, who provided excellent 

leadership; 
SCRLC committee members for valuable advice, expertise, 

and ideas for Council programs; 
The SCRLC staff, for excellent service to the members; 
Our member libraries, organizations, and partners who pro-
vide our raison dô°tre, making what we do so worthwhile 
and fulfilling.    

 
As I look at the programs, projects, and undertakings of the 
Council, I am amazed at just how much six individuals working 
together in close partnership with the board, member libraries 
and other organizations can accomplish! 
 
 
All the best, 
 
 
 
Mary-Carol Lindbloom, Executive Director  

 

 

Advocacy 
 
As a multi-type library organization, SCRLC is the collective voice 
of all types of libraries.  As such, we continued to work closely 
with the NY 3Rs Association, library systems of all types, the 
New York State Library, and the New York Library Association 
(NYLA) to: 1) support statewide legislative initiatives; 2) advocate 
for libraries at the state level; and 3) garner recognition for all 
types of libraries.  
 
SCRLCôs executive director wrote to all regional representatives; 
visited locally; and arranged for the executive director of NYLA to 
offer a pre-Lobby Day advocacy program through Online Pro-
gramming for All Libraries (OPAL), which was open to, and at-
tended by, library advocates from around the state. SCRLC staff 
attended the special rally held in November and Lobby Day in 
March. The collective efforts of the library community held budget 
reductions to a minimum. 
 
Bernard A. Margolis, our new State Librarian, visited the SCRLC 
region on May 5-6.   Mr. Margolis shared his thoughts on the 
budget climate as well as 
his hopes, ideas, and ex-
pectations for a great fu-
ture for libraries in New 
York State. He made 
stops in Cooperstown, 
Binghamton, Ithaca, and 
Dryden, visiting the New 
York State Historical 
Association, the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of 
Fame, Lourdes Hospi-
tal, Binghamton University, Four County Library System, 
Tompkins County Public  
Library, Ithaca College, Dryden High School, and Tompkins 
Cortland Community College.   

OUR PROGRAMS, SERVICES 
AND  ACTIVITIES  


