
Salvaging wet materials 
Conservation Unit, Cornell University 



Heyñsomethingõs leaking 

Now what? 



ACTION 
Notify 

Remediate 



Notify 

ÅFacilities 

ÅDisaster team 



Remediate 

ÅStop the leak 

ÅProtect dry books 

ÅRemove and dry wet books 



Minor vs. Major  

ÅMinor: 100 books or less 

ÅMajor disaster requires assessment and tactical 

planning 







Safety first 

ÅElectricity 

ÅFalling ceiling tiles 







Documentation 

ÅPhotos of the scene 

ÅStaff time 



PROCEDURES 
Water coming from above or below 



Water from above 

ÅIdentify source of leak 

ÅCover books with plastic sheeting 

ÅUse plastic sheeting to catch leak 

ÅRemove dry books 

ÅStart drying wet books 





Water from below 

ÅRemove  dry books that are threatened 

ÅRemove wet books and start drying process 





Drying wet books 




